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Helping people to live in safety and comfor t in their own home
Incorporating Home County Care

4 Cresswell Corner, Anchor Hill
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Registered with CQC, EST. 25 yrs

* Support and care for the elderly      * Ongoing care for disabled e.g. MS sufferers
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t: 01483 798969
e: andrew@seymours-knaphill.co.uk
e: simon@seymours-knaphill.co.uk

www.seymours-estates.co.uk
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HORSELLWORPLESDONWOKING

Festive greetings Knaphill!
Another year ends and we at Seymours are delighted to have been your number one choice for 

estate agents in 2013.
We’re proud to be in the village, to have the opportunity to support local endeavours and to be able to 

provide you with the level of service expected of a quality estate agent.
We thank all our past, present and future Customers and wish Knaphill the very best the Christmas 

season has to offer.
Merry Christmas!

BURPHAM

A very 
Merry Christmas 

to everyone in Knaphill! SOLD

SOLD

No responsibility for the quality of goods or services advertised in this magazine can be accepted by the publishers or 
printers. Advertisements and information is included in good faith. No part of this magazine may be reproduced in any 
form without the prior permission of the publishers. The publishers do not necessarily agree with the views expressed by 
contributors, nor do they accept any responsibility for errors in the subject matter of this magazine. All reasonable care 
is taken to ensure accuracy in the preparation of the magazine, but the publishers cannot be held legally responsible 
for the return of unsolicited manuscripts or artwork. Whilst every care is taken, no responsibility can be accepted for the 
safety of material submitted.
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Advertise in this magazine!
We have a circulation of 5,000 copies  and a 
readership of c15,000 that reach throughout 
Knaphill and the surrounding villages on a 
quarterly basis in March, June, September 
and December.

To promote your business, please get in 
touch via 'Advertising@knaphill.org'

Contact the KRA
By post:
c/o Knaphill Post Office, 1-2 Anchor Cresent, 
Knaphill, Surrey GU21 2PD

By email:
news@knaphill.org

Join us
Have you ever thought of giving some of your 
time to help out the KRA to make your home 
village even better? We'd love to have you 
on board and need your continued support 
to run projects, events and the annual village 
show.

I/we hereby wish to join / renew* membership 
with the Knaphill Residents' Association (*tick 
or circle)

..... Household  £6.00pa

..... Retired  £3.00pa

..... Trade  £10.00pa

Title______ Surname________________
Address:__________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
Post code:__________

Tel:______________________________
email:____________________________

Signed:___________________________
Date:____________

Cheques payable to Knaphill Residents' 
Association.
Please send your completed forms to:
KRA Membership, c/o Knaphill Post Office, 
1-2 Anchor Cresent, Knaphill, Surrey GU21 
2PD

Read & Recycle

NEEDED!
Volunteers for Cabin 

Youth club.
volunteer@

knaphillcabin.org.uk

You could have had 
your notice here!

WANTED
KRA Treasurer to ward off pirates from the vast reserves of 

village gold!

KRA AGM
Now confirmed for the 

2nd April 2014,
Methodist Church Hall, 

Broadway.You could have had 
your notice here!

You could have had 
your notice here!

Welcome to the Christmas / Winter edition of Knaphill News! 
I hope as always that you’re keeping well and in good spirits.
(There’s a bit of a swap round for this edition as there’s a certain 
announcement I’d like to make.)
Plenty of development news from Phil Stubbs is to be found, 
as well as the usual village news, recipe, gardening and other 
updates.
Erica has again been spearheading the Christmas lights in 
the High Street with those involved last year again joining in. 
Disappointingly, it has been very hard to attain permission from 
landlords to place further brackets up despite jumping through 
numerous hoops. The ‘vision’ has yet to be realised!
The time has come for me to stand down as Editor of Knaphill News. The 
reigns shall be passed on and the magazine take on a new direction I’m sure. 
It’s been a rewarding experience for me and for all the kinds words from you 
over the last few years, many thanks. The KRA will continue to need your 
support so please send in articles and get yourself in print!
My parting words - Knaphill is a great village. To continue to thrive it absolutely 
needs your involvement; don’t sit back and expect good things to happen 
because they don’t occur without extraordinary efforts and encouragement.
As Douglas Adams once said, ‘So long, and thanks for all the fish’. 
Merry Christmas! Andy Hills, Editor

@AndyHillsIBC
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The day was a huge success for Knaphill Schools PTA. We have 
counted up all the money last night and we have raised a total of 
approx £5000!! (final figure to be confirmed after expenses, but should 
be no less than £5k). So how did we raise the money? 
The raffle to win an iPad2 (donated by Seymours Estate Agents – 
Knaphill), the Bottle and Chocolate tombola, the Christmas Café, the 
Crafty Wonderland area to make your own crafts such as marshmallow 
snowmen! Feed the Reindeer and other fun games, tace painting, 
tattoos and nail bar.
A huge thank you to all of the PTA members, parent helpers on the 
day and those who came along. All proceeds are going towards this 
years target of £20k. The Junior School will be putting the money 
towards the swimming pool roof and the Lower School will be 
spending it on improving their IT infrastructure. So far we have raised 
over £10k since September!!! Kate Palmer (PTA Chair)

Village News

Don’t forget you can check planned developments against WBC’s Local Plan at http://www.woking.gov.uk/planning/policy/localplan/knaphill

BUSINESS•START-UPS•&•COMPANY•FORMATIONS
•ACCOUNTS•&•TAX•PLANNING•FOR

•BUSINESSES•LARGE•&•SMALL
TAX-INVESTIGATIONS•&•ENQUIRY•CASES

1•High•Street,•Knaphill,•GU21•2PG
01483•797337

www.barnbrooksinclair.com

Armistice Service
Despite the drizzly weather on Monday 11 
November there was a good turn out by the 
public for this year’s act of Remembrance, 
held outside the old library in the village, 
which was again devised and led by Revd 
Richard Sherlock from Knaphill Baptist 
Church.
It was great to be joined once again by our 
M.P. Jonathan Lord, and two of our wards 
Councillors, Melanie and Saj, who all took 
an active part along with representatives 
of the armed forces, and people from the 
four main churches in the village. 
The service was very moving and focused 
on current conflicts as well as looking 
back at the two world wars.  (by Larrie 
Sherlock)

Village Show 2014
The village show now has a dedicated 
website - www.knaphillshow.org - and 
a Twitter account - @KnaphillShow - so 
please take a look and pass comment. 
There is also a new committee in place; 
they have grand plans but want to hear 
YOUR thoughts, so get in touch.

That wine bar...
Some will recall a short while ago there 
were rumours of a wine bar for the 
village.  Well Knaphill didn’t work out but 
they have just opened in Woking Town 
centre in Church path. Cellar Magneval 
is a very cosy place with a professional 
sommelier so why not pop in while 
Christmas shopping and show support for 

an independent business?
Scrap car signs

You’ve all seen them on traffic lights 
throughout the area and they look awful. 
They’re also illegal and a blight in the 
village. Please feel free to remove them 
and bin them!

Christmas lights
I’m glad to say everyone that had a tree 
last year has again agreed to  have one 
for 2013 and a couple of businesses have 
joined the festive cheer with brackets 
being installed this year.
You will notice gaps with no brackets 
or lights; the simple reason is that the 
landlords have point blank refused. Bah 
humbug!
A very warm thanks to Erica for again 
organising the shops and a few others for 
installing and putting up the trees.

High Street Exodus continues
With businesses shutting up shop or 
parting ways with Knaphill High Street, it 
is with sadness that I mention Barnbrook 
Sinclair are moving on to St Johns. 
Another long term company for the area 
leaves and what will take their place?

KRA AGM
Now confirmed for the 2nd April 2014, 
Methodist Church Hall, Broadway.

Foul Play campaign
The Woking Foul Play campaign continues 
throughout the area in the attempt to get 
owners to stop their dogs fouling the 

pavements. For more information and to 
report dog mess see www.woking.gov.uk/
dogfouling and 01483 743664.

Volunteering
Last Friday I along with hundreds of other 
local residents watched ‘Children In Need’ 
and it was fantastic that this charity was 
bale to break its own record and as a 
national we are willing to give generously 
with our money but what about giving of 
our time.  Local groups like Knaphill Care 
and The Cabin are in urgent need of 
volunteers who can give a couple of hours 
a month with both young and old within 
our community.

Parking [yes, again]
Parking in Knaphill is a growing problem. 
In recent weeks bollards have been 
placed on the pavement between old 
library and the Co-op and outside Lloyd’s 
Bank. The purpose of the bollards is to 
stop vehicles parking on the pavement 
which is a danger to pedestrians. Officers 
from Surrey County Council have agreed 
to review all parking issues in Knaphill 
therefore if you know of a specific problem 
please feel free to contact either the KRA, 
our County Councillor Saj Hussain or both. 

Residents in Highclere Gardens have 
taken direct action and submitted a 
petition to Surrey County Council with 
regards to lack of safe parking in their 
specific area, best of luck. We also get 
reports of poor parking standards around 
school entrances.  

THE GARIBALDI
Knaphill

134 High Street - Knaphill - Woking - GU21 2QH - Tel. 01483 473374
www.TheGaribaldi-Knaphill.co.uk

“Seasons greetings to all our Friends and Customers!”

Christmas bookings available

Garden grabbing raised concerns within Government 
in 2010 as statistics showed a significant increase in new 
development on land previously identified as domestic 
gardens. The Government were so concerned that they 
issued new guidelines to Councils.  Garden grabbing is 
where a developer buys part of or the whole residential 
garden to build yet more houses and the practice is on 

the increase in our area.  At the time of the review a 
Government Minster wrote the following; “For years local 
people were powerless to do anything about the blight of 
garden grabbing as the character of their neighbourhoods 
was destroyed and their wishes ignored.”  I would just say 
to our local Councillors, local residents still feel powerless 
and feel that Woking’s approach to planning is to favour 
the developer at all stages.

Knaphill High Street is under attack. In the last 
edition of this magazine I wrote about the carbuncle that 
is being built at 15 High Street, formerly Clifton’s. I am 
afraid that at the time of writing this article a new batch of 
planning request has been received from the developer 
of this site. There is also a new planning application from 
a developer who wants to build a four storey block of 
flats at 1 High Street, this is the building housing the pet 
shop.  I was pleased to see that Woking Council withdrew 
the initial plans for the building they had planned for the 
old library site. The designers of that building appeared 
to have tried to design a mirror image of the building 

being erected across the road at number 15. In their Core 
Strategy Woking Borough Council state that the role of 
the High Street is to meet the day to day needs of local 
people and that the Council will protect the vitality of the 
High Street and will resist pressures from the larger out 
of centre stores undermining the vitality and viability of 
our local centre! Developers also appear to believe that 
the centre of Knaphill is a high density residential area, 
not true according to the Core Strategy. I will leave it to 
our readers to decide if you believe that Woking Borough 
Council is living up to their pledge.

Green Belt boundary is to be redefined. Woking Council is working on their development delivery 
development plan document, what a mouth full. This document will identify new sites suitable for development and this 
will include, where necessary removing land from the Green Belt. We are told that the draft of this report will be made 
available to the public early next year. We will report on the impact for residents of Knaphill once the report has been 
made available.  
If you want to keep up to-date with planning issues in Knaphill then go to our web site, knaphill.org,  where we place a 
full report following the meeting of the Council’s Planning Committee. 

During the year the Knaphill Residents Association 
publish and distribute this magazine quarterly to 
over 4000 residents and businesses in Knaphill. 
We have gone from strength to strength in recent 
years but unfortunately our current editor Andy 
Hills is departing.
We hope to continue to publish the magazine in 
2014 but to do so we are looking for an editor to 
collate news stories and content. 
If on reading this it is of interest I would be pleased 

if you could email me on chairman@knaphill.org
The Knaphill Residents Association has had a good year and 
we look forward to arranging community events in the new year. 

One of the services we provide is to review the larger planning 
applications in the area and where there are grounds to do so put 
forward objections or suggest changes to application’s liaising 
closely with our local councillors. At the time of writing Knaphill 
has over 15 larger applications in the pipeline. Our Secretary 
Phil Stubbs tirelessly ploughs through all the applications and 
produces monthly Planning updates which you can find on our 
web site at http://knaphill.org under recent posts.
We are also pleased that with the support of Erica Hills and shop 
owners we once again have Xmas lights outside Knaphill shops 
during the festive season. 
May I wish you a Happy Xmas and New Year and thank you for 
your support. John Butler

KRA Chairman

Windsor
Windows

Unit 2, Robin Hood Works, Robin Hood Road, Knaphill,
Woking, Surrey GU21 2LX Tel: 01483 474333 www.windsorwindows.net

without the overdraft.
Beautiful doors, windows and
bi-folding doors with
precision and care
For a free, no obligation quotation
please call today on 01483 474333

Beat the Draughts...

Our planning guru and secretary to the KRA, Phil Stubbs, has a few updates...Stubbs’ stubs

Knaphill Schools PTA Christmas Fair a huge success!
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Over 30 years experience in the local area for all your 
residential and commercial enhancements

• Extensions
• Loft conversions
• Garage conversions
• Full refurbishments
• Steel installations
• Chimney removal & repair
• uPVC facias, soffi ts windows 
and doors
• Guttering repairs and 
replacement
• All exterior decorating
• Hard landscaping, fencing, 
decking & patios
• All brickwork

• Full kitchen installations
• Full bathroom installations
• Tiling
• Plumbing
• Electrics
• Plastering
• Coving
• Laminate and engineered 
fl ooring
• All interior decorating
• Chimney breast removal
• Dividing walls removed
• Steel beams supplied and fi tted

External Internal

Many recommendations available, fully insured
Fast & friendly response

John Baker
Offi ce: 01483 822354 ~ Mobile: 07775 774187

A warm and 
festive thanks 
to our trade 
members -

3a High Street, Knaphill, Woking Surrey, GU212PG
Telephone: 01483 488 266

Hair Design Since1994

2013 Britain’s Best Hiar Sytlist Nominee
2013 Photographic Hair Stylist Of The Year Nominee
2011 Photographic Hair Stylist Of The Year Winners

The Basingstoke Canal that skirts across 
the southern boundary of Knaphill is jointly 
owned by both Surrey and Hampshire 
County Councils. Indeed the Surrey County 
councillor for Knaphill serves on their Joint 

Management Committee. 
In 1992, on behalf of the two councils, the Basingstoke 
Canal Authority (BCA) was set up to manage the whole 
length of the canal from Greywell to Byfleet where it joins 
up with the Wey Navigation. 
The canal originally measured 37 miles in length, rising 
254 feet from Surrey into Hampshire and included a total 
of 29 locks. The steepest section of the canal is at Deepcut 
where there are 11 locks alongside land that forms part of 
Pirbright army camp. When the canal was completed in 
1794 there were five lock houses, 69 bridges and a 1,230 
yard tunnel at Greywell towards Basingstoke. 

‘Navvies’ who worked on the canal’s construction are 
known to have frequented the area’s hostelries and beer 
houses and these included the Nag’s Head (now the 
Hunter’s Lodge) in Bagshot Road, Knaphill. The term 
‘navvy’ is derived from the word navigator which was given 
to the canal industry’s construction labourers throughout 
the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries and the term 
still exists albeit in other walks of life today. 
In September 1968, following a long period of decline, 
a case for restoration was put forward by a number of 
residents, many who lived local to Brookwood, St Johns 
and Knaphill. It explained how the whole remaining length 
of canal (now 32 miles) could be fully restored with the 
use of voluntary labour. This was a sensible initiative that 
was not only considered to be the least expensive, but 
also the most attractive. By re-opening the canal, it would 

undoubtedly serve as a visually pleasant and functional 
amenity with facilities for a whole range of leisure activities 
for the wider community.

Since the restoration was completed on 10 May 1991 the 
canal has had a number of problems with water levels, 
which in turn affected navigation. This has resulted in 
prolonged periods of general maintenance at various 
key locations. During the summer of 2013 most of the 
canal once again became navigable and narrowboats 
particularly, have been a welcome sight along the Knaphill 
stretch between Bagshot Road and Hermitage Road.
The canal also boasts an abundance of wildlife with 
herons, kingfishers, bats and waterfowl, a common 
sight. Many different species of fish including mirror and 
common carp, pike, tench and the odd ‘dumped’ koi are 
also evident. Large terrapins that were once former pets 
following the Mutant Ninja Turtle craze of the 1980s have 
also been spotted basking in summer sunshine on logs at 
the canal basin near Hermitage Road. 
On the south side of the canal and in between the 
towpath and Brookwood Lye Road is Brookwood Lye, a 
lush straddled area of rare, species-rich wet grassland 
traversed by ditches which has recently been declared 
a “Site of Nature Conservation Interest” (SNCI) by the 
Surrey Wildlife Trust.
The BCA estimates that the canal is now frequented by 
literally millions of ramblers, dog walkers, cyclists, anglers 
and narrowboat enthusiasts every year. If you need 
something to blow those Christmas cobwebs or blues 
away, why take a stroll along the towpath and admire the 
canal’s natural habitat for yourself! 

Mal Foster

Local man Mal Foster takes a look at one of our real pleasures - the Basingstoke Canal

*T’s & C’s Apply

10% OFF 
any items

up to
£150*

THE ONE STOP SHOP
for domestic appliances

www.rsmdomesticappliances.com

Call RSM Domestic Appliances today on 01483 475000 Visit our showrooms at Knaphill (Woking) and Ashtead

With more than 40 years of customer service behind us, make
RSM your �rst call for all your domestic appliance requirements…
Competitive prices • 600 products from the leading brands on display
Spares and repairs • Fixed price engineer call outs • Same day delivery*

Specality Cakes, Stafs Hatch, 
G & S by Valentino, Knaphill Post Office, 

Sarwals News, 
Tapsell Hurst Dental Practice, 

Penny & Hayter Opticians, 
Boormans Jewllers, Lansbury Estates, 

The Garibaldi PH, Select Carpets, 
Mizens Railway, Kings House Coffee 
Shop, Lyons & Co., Harding Autos, 

Roberts Care Agency, 
Barnbrook Sinclair,  Knaphill Bowls Club, 
Alpha Hospital, Knaphill Baptist Church, 

St John’s Knaphill Children’s Centre, 
Seymour Estate Agents, Help Unlimited

6 7Knaphill News Winter 2013 Knaphill News Winter 2013



CONVEYANCING AND PROBATE SPECIALISTS
COMMISSIONERS FOR OATHS

Open 9 am to 5.30pm Monday to 
Friday 

Wills: Evening clinics available, if 
required, by appointment onlywww.lyonsandcompany.co.uk

Lyons and Company can offer all the help and support 
you need with:

Property Transactions
Probate

Wills
Lasting Powers of Attorney

We are the only legal advisors in Knaphill offering 
our knowledge in the above areas of Law.

Wherever you live we can offer advice, help and 
guidance to you.6 Anchor Crescent, Knaphill, 

Woking, GU21 2PD
Telephone: 01483 485700

Fax: 01483 485701 
Email: lyn@lyonsandcompany.co.uk  

Feel free to write in about anything you like either by email to ‘news@knaphill.org’, by post at the address in the front of the 
magazine or by leaving comments online. 

This winter Woking Lions Club has decided to follow the steps of our sister Club 
in Farnham and other Lion Clubs in west Surrey to turn ourselves into Good King 
Wenceslas with your help.
This project is designed with the help of our local CAB to enable those seniors who 
receive the winter fuel allowance and can manage without it, to pay it into a special 
account set up by the CAB in Woking.  The CAB will then use this income to pay the 
fuel debt for local people who are in fuel poverty i.e. behind with their payments or 
are struggling to meet the cost of heating and lighting their homes.

The fund will be controlled by the CAB, and Woking Lions will not be aware on whose behalf the payments 
are made as a matter of privacy.  We would be delighted if any readers of this letter would be prepared to 
donate part or all of their winter fuel allowance to this good cause.  If they do my colleagues and I would 
like to thank you in advance if you are able to contribute to this good cause.
Any cheques should be made payable to Woking Lions – CAB which is being set up with the Woking Citizens 
Emergency Fund and posted to our Hon Treasurer at 19 Lych Way, Horsell, Woking, GU21 4QG, so that we 
can record and acknowledge your helpful contribution to this initiative to help our fellow residents who are 
in financial difficulties during the coming winter months in the Woking area.
Our sincere thanks to you and your help with this project,
Roger N. Chamberlain
President
Woking Lions Club

If anyone can help, please drop the Editor a line
Editor

I have recently learnt that my Grandmother, 
who I never met, was a patient in Brookwood 
Hospital from 1947 until she died in 1975.
If anyone worked at the hospital at that time 
and remembers my Grandmother – Caroline 
Hoskins, I would be grateful if they could get 
in touch.
I have been in touch with the Surrey Records 
Office, but they are only able to give me a 
limited amount of information.

D Morgan

Dear Editor...

EDITOR TREASURER

Business Focus
Have a small Knaphill based business to highlight? Drop a line to ‘BusinessFocus@knaphill.org’.

For all your live music photographic needs, might I introduce you to Joe Strudwick?
JPS Images is the creative photographical 
talent of Joe Strudwick. He specialises in 
promotional and live music photography 
and works with PR companies and artists 
to create professional quality pictures and 
promotional content. 
In 2012 JPS Images were short-listed 
as NME’s Photographer of the Year, and 
have won a number of competitions all 
over the UK in recent years, as well as 
being published online and in print all over 
the world.
Most recently Joe has started working 
with the well-established online music 
magazine Hit the Floor and this has 
allowed him to photograph many artists 
including the Kaiser Chiefs, American 
rockers Madina Lake, and welsh 
superstars Funeral for a Friend, along 
with many more to come in the following 
months.
Live music is Joe’s first interest having 
been in numerous bands from a young 
age and it is the excitement and intensity 
of a show that he aims to capture, however 
he also caters for promotional shoots for 
bands looking for professional marketing 
photos to add to their press package.
Although the majority of the work Joe 
carries out involves artists that have 
been signed to labels, he also thoroughly 

enjoys working with unsigned and local 
bands, and does work with them as much 
as possible.
Despite spending a large of time involved 
in the music industry Joe can also cater 
for clients other needs, and in the past has 
undertaken modelling portfolio shoots, 
landscape, abstract and urban exploring 
photography. He is always looking to 
branch out into other areas and so if you 
have any photographic needs whether it 
be product or wedding photography then 
please do not hesitate to get in touch to 
discuss your needs.
To see more of Joe’s work please visit 
his website at www.jpsimages.co.uk and 
‘like’ his facebook page to keep up to date 
with his work over at www.facebook.com/
jpsimages.
Joe is eager to hear from you if you would 
like to work with him or you just want to 
say hi, so please get hold of him using the 
contact page on the website or you can 
reach him direct at joe@jpsimages.co.uk 
and he can give you a personalised, no-
obligation quote specific to your needs. 

SPECIAL OFFER
20% Discount until end of February 2014, 

just mention Knaphill News!

Drop the Editor a line 
at

editor@knaphill.org

Classic comfort recipe - Tomato soup
Winter wouldn’t be winter without tomato soup. 

Nothing difficult here - Chop the carrot, celery, onion and garlic and sweat down for about 10 minutes in some oil. Add 
in your choice of herbs, if any. Add some water  (not too much, you can always add more later) or stock (stock cubes 
are fine) and the chopped tomatoes but add in some of the green stalks if possible for extra tomatoiness; simmer for 
a short while. Take off the heat and blend using a stick blender of liquidiser. Season to taste and decorate with the 
basil leaves.
You can also try adding in smoked bacon or some chilli for a bit of a kick.

Ingredients
1kg tomatoes, any variety but I used plum
1 onion
1 carrot
1 celery stick
2 garlic cloves
Thyme, rosemary or similar herbs
Salt & pepper
Basil leaves for poncy decoration and serving!
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Gardening

Did you 
know?

That we welcome 
news from 

ALL sporting 
related clubs 
and societies? 
Just drop us a 

line!

The garden has been put 
to bed. A surprisingly warm 
early Autumn made this a 
bit later this year so we’ve 
all been able to enjoy those 
late flowers and veg a bit 
longer.
I had a very good year for 
tomatoes as it turns out 
which have all been made 
into chutneys, sauces and 
soups, some pepped up with 
chillies from the greenhouse 
too. Tomatoes on toast for 
breakfast all summer was a 
real treat! 

The spent compost from the tubs has been dug back into 
the veg beds and covered over for winter in black plastic. 
This should stop the nutrients being washed away and 
warm up the area a bit earlier come spring.
I think it has come to the time when I admit that I can’t fit 
any more trees in to the garden. This is a disappointment 
of course but had to happen at some point. Just like 
chopping down a large conifer out the back. It was a case 
of wrong tree in the wrong place, casting a very dense 

shade over a large area. It has been felled and the stump 
dug out (some colourful language that day) and it left me 
with a somewhat bare area. Opportunity for a new border 
ahoy! A new centrepiece was purchased in the form of a 
Prunus  Serrula which has lovely rich coloured and shiny 
bark and lots of white flowers in spring. As trees can be 
expensive I’m having to play the long game on this one by 
buying small and young and therefore relatively cheaply.
This has had some dark foliaged shrubs planted around 
it, lots of dark greens and purples and I’m aiming for 
any flowers to be white. Cyclamen have helped here 
and should form a good carpet of flowers in no time at 
all. Spring interest has been added through some crocus 
bulbs and other various flowering bulbs and tubers.
Just how the border will develop is open for now but I have, 
as always, high hopes for it to provide a nice lighter shade 
area in the summer and year-long interest. Time will tell.
Now that most of the garden is not doing anything much, 
I’ve turned to looking at wildlife habitats and shelters, 
everything being welcome apart from foxes and rats! 
A nice hedgehog hut here, a bee hotel there and piles 
of wood and leaves in secluded spots for anything that 
fancies a warm bed for winter.
That’s it for 2013 - time for the fire to go on and the Bovril 
to be made!

It’s a good idea to ask ourselves why we do the things we do,  
and Christmas time is no different."

Why do we have a tree, for example?  Every schoolchild is taught that it is a German 
custom, introduced into this country by Prince Albert, Queen Victoria’s husband, in the 
middle of the nineteenth century.  But why have a tree in your house?  The answer might be 
that the Christmas tree is an evergreen, a cheerful sign in the bleak midwinter.  When 
everything outside looks pretty dead, it is nice to have this sign of continuing life.!
Why sing carols?  One answer is that the angels sang when Jesus was born, but this 
seems a pretty thin excuse.  People don’t really need a reason to sing when they are happy. 
Carols were originally not sung in church, but were popular songs sung with food and drink.!
Why do we eat turkey?  Again, everyone knows that the turkey is an American bird, and 
only introduced to Europe in recent times.  A goose is the traditional English dish for 
Christmas – or was.  And as for plum pudding (which does not contain plums) and mince 
pies (which do not contain mince), the reasons for these are lost in the mists of time. !
Why give presents?  Well, presents are what are expected at birthdays, and therefore… 
Which leads us to the big question: when you peel away all the traditions, what is the cause 
of the huge fuss that is the modern Christmas?  It is indeed a birth, and a birthday 
celebration.!
It took place an awful long time ago.  There is even controversy about the date.  Some 
people maintain (and they may be right) that it was in the early spring, the time when 
shepherds were with their ßocks by night, as the lambs were being born.  And the year may 
well have been 6 BC, six years ‘before Christ’, because of a miscalculation made by the 
man who invented our dating system, who was a monk called Denis the Small, and who 
lived Þve hundred years after the event.  But whichever way, it certainly happened, and 
December 25th quite early on was chosen as the day for the celebration, probably because 
December 25th marks the middle of winter.  Even if people did not know the exact date of 
the birth, they were determined to celebrate the fact of the birth.!
And that birth remains a fact.  Trees and decorations may change; goose may be replaced 
by turkey; but the birth of the Child remains the one constant thing.  There is no Christmas 
without Him. !
“Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for 
all the people.  For today in the city of David a saviour has been born for you who is 
Messiah and Lord.  And this will be a sign for you: you will Þnd an infant wrapped in 

swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.”  Luke 2:10-12!
A very Happy Christmas to you all.!
From Fr Alexander Lucie-Smith, on behalf of:!

Holy Trinity and St Saviour’s Church, Knaphill Baptist Church,  
Knaphill Methodist Church & St Hugh of Lincoln Catholic Church.

From the Knaphill area sports 

clubs, Merry Christmas! 

Come and watch us in 2014

Merry Christmas,

 from

Boormans Ltd

Jewellery, 
Clocks, Watches and Gifts

Expert repair service 
(Jewellery, clocks and watches)

~
3 Broadway, Knaphill, Surrey, GU21 2DR

01483 472939
www.boormanjewellers.co.uk

~ Your local specialist jeweller ~
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Happy Christmas from
Holy Trinity & St Saviour’s Church - Chobham Road, Knaphill &  

Connaught Road, Brookwood - Tel: 473489 
Knaphill Baptist Church - 88 High Street, Knaphill -Tel: 474083 

Knaphill Methodist Church - The Broadway -Tel: 472524 
St Hugh of Lincoln Catholic Church - Victoria Road, Knaphill -Tel: 472404

Christmas Eve  
‘Midnight’ Holy 

Communion / Mass 
[Welcome in Christmas Day 

with awe and wonder] 
Methodist 11.00pm     
Holy Trinity 11.15pm   
St Saviour’s 11.15pm 
 by candlelight              
St Hugh 11.30pm       

Carol Services 
[Sing your hearts out as the story unfolds] 

Baptist 22nd December 5.30pm 
 by candlelight (all age) 
Holy Trinity 22nd December 5.00pm 
Methodist 22nd December 6.30pm 
 by candlelight 
St Hugh 21st December 4.00pm 
St Saviour’s 22nd December 7.00pm 
 by candlelight

Nativity and Crib Services 
[Anticipating with wonder]  

15th Dec. Baptist’s Nativity Service 11.00am                          
24th Dec. St Hugh’s Children’s Nativity Mass 6.30pm          
24th Dec. St Saviour’s Crib Service 3.30pm and 4.45pm                         

Christmas Morning 
[Celebrating  

the birth of the King] 
Baptist 10.30am 
Holy Trinity 10.30am 
Methodist 10.30am 
St Hugh 9.00am 
        & 11.00am 
St Saviour’s 10.30am

Christingle Services 
[Filled with oranges, candles  

and delight for all ages] 
Holy Trinity  21st December 4.30pm 
Methodist  24th December 4.00pm


